The Epistle

“Your very lives are a letter that anyone can read by just looking at you.
Christ himself wrote it-not with ink, but with God'’s living Spirit;
not chiseled into stone, but carved into human lives-and we publish it.”
2 Corinthians 3:3

Growing in Christ, Serving His People
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Advent and Christmas
Preparing for the coming of Christ

With the coming of Advent we begin a new Church year. Advent is a season of preparation for the coming of
Christ. We all know that during Advent, we prepare for Christmas. People are busy buying gifts, preparing for
the coming of guests and cooking special meals. But the preparation that we need most is deeper than this.
Advent is about preparing for the coming of Christ into our lives. Yes, Christmas is a celebration of his coming
into our world two thousand years ago. But during Advent we are reminded that he still comes to us today and
everyday. We need to be ready to meet him. He comes to us through the word of scripture that poignantly
touches our heart. He comes to us through the family member who tests our patience. He comes to us through
the stranger who is desperate for food and shelter.

We prepare for the coming of Christ as we open our hearts and minds to meet him in unexpected places and
people. This summer as | traveled the country, | wrote nightly in my journal about my experiences. | would ask
myself the question, “Where have | met Christ today2” My answers were diverse and complicated. Once it was
a woman who gave me her flashlight when | was lost in the dark at the Grand Canyon. Once it was the sales
clerk at a slow check out line that tested my patience. Once it was a woman at the homeless shelter who
simply needed someone to listen to her. Christ comes to us everyday and in many different circumstances. Are
we ready to meet him?

During Advent we also prepare for the final coming of Jesus in glory. Jesus himself tells us that no one knows
when, where, or how this will be. But what we do know is that the end will not be in death. The final culmination
of creation will be life. Christ, the author of life, will come, “not in weakness but in power, and will make alll
things new.” (Book of Common Prayer, p. 862). The end of this life, whether it be the second coming of Jesus or
our own mortal death, does not end in darkness. Christ will be there, making all things new. But we must
prepare. We must get ready to meet him. And that is what Advent is all about.

Christmas Services

This year we will have festive celebrations of the Holy Eucharist both on Christmas Eve and Christmas morning.
We will begin Christmas Eve with a service at 5:00PM with special Christmas music beginning at 4:40PM. This will
include Christmas hymns, a Christmas pageant presented by our children, and the Holy Eucharist. There will be
no sermon at this service. The pageant will proclaim the gospel in its full glory. Our Midnight Mass will begin at
11:00PM with special Christmas music from the choir beginning at 10:30PM. This service will be a traditional
celebration with hymns, Holy Scripture, a sermon, and the Holy Eucharist. On Christmas morning, the
celebration will continue with the Holy Eucharist at 10:00AM. We will not have an 8:00AM service on this Sunday.
The 10:00AM service will include music and hymns. This service will offer a simple, yet meaningful, Christmas
celebration.

Annual Meeting

St. Paul’'s annual meeting is Sunday December 4th, following the monthly brecakfast. Please join us for this
opportunity to learn more about the ministry of our parish and to participate in the election of vestry members
and delegates to the 2012 Diocesan Convention.



Offering for Haitian Cathedral

When Haiti was struck by the earthquake almost two years ago, the Holy Trinity Cathedral, the spirifual home of
the Haitian Episcopalians, was destroyed. When | visited Cange, Haiti, in the summer of 2010, we began our visit
in Port-au-Prince with a visit to the cathedral sight. All that was left of a once glorious cathedral were the ruins of
a few walls. Once, this cathedral was home to beautiful murals depicting the stories of the Christian faith. These
paintings were created by the Haitian people using an artistic style which is characteristic of their heritage.

Now the Episcopal Church has committed to build a new cathedral. On the second and third Sunday of
Advent (December 4th and 11th), our Bishop has asked us to take an additional collection for building the new
cathedral in Port-au-Prince. This collection will be a symbol of our love for our brothers and sisters in Haiti and our
solidarity with them in this time of rebuilding. As Christian we are called to stand with each other in good times
and bad, supporting and encouraging each other. This is what we are now called to do.

This new cathedral will serve as the spiritual home of over 100,000 people. In Haiti, the Church not only provides
spirifual nurture but it also provides food, education, and healthcare. As we support the church, we build up all
of these ministries. And as we build the bricks and mortar, we share the good news of Jesus Christ. As the
cathedral rises our of the rubble, the people of Haiti will be reminded that even when disaster strikes, Christ is
among them, offering his hope, sharing his love, renewing with his life. Please make an effort to be in Church
December 4th and 11t to share in this vital ministry.
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A NOTE FROM THE SENIOR WARDEN

Happy Advent! As the time has come for me to move on to other ministries at St. Paul’s, | leave being a
member of your Vestry with confidence in the dedicated leadership you have chosen going forward. It has
been an honor to serve our parish as a Vestry member and as Sr. Warden. | value the experience | have had of
working with others in our parish toward promoting the mission and spiritual health of our parish. As opportunities
for service and involvement contfinue fo rise at St. Paul’s, | urge each of us fo become involved with sacrifice
and thanksgiving, always working to  “Grow in Christ - Serve His people”

In peace,
Julia

FINANCE COMMISSION

December Finance Commission Meeting

The Finance Commission will have its monthly meeting on Wednesday, December 7, at 7:00PM at the Church.
Anyone with an interest in St. Paul's finances is welcome to attend. If you have any questions, please contact
Ed Reuville at (803) 547-6559 or ereville@comporium.net.

Interim Conftribution Statements e-Mailed to Pledging Members

By mid-December, interim conftribution statements through November 2011 will be distributed by e-mail to those
who pledged for 2011 and for whom we have e-mail addresses. Distributing the interim statements via e-mail
reduces costs. Physical statements will still be mailed in January 2012 for full year 2011 giving fo both pledging
and non-pledging contributors.

Year End Contributions
To allow orderly processing of confributions at year end, please have all confributions at the Church by
Wednesday, December 28,

FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE

The Fellowship Committee needs YOU! We are looking for anyone that enjoys the special events at St. Paul's.
The Fellowship Committee is looking for help with planning fun activities and receptions that we have here. We
are also looking for a new chair for this committee. Please prayerfully consider joining this group. We have a lof
of fun and everyone loves fellowship! Please contact Betty Allegretti at (803) 329-0552 or email at
bettyandjaya@yahoo.com for more information!
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ST. PAUL'S DINNER GROUPS

Do you enjoy meeting new people? Do you like to get together with your friends? Do you enjoy a good meal?
If you answered "Yes" to any of these questions, please consider joining one of our dinner groups. We will be
beginning new groups for both our "In-home" and "Out to Eat" dinner groups in January. For the in-home groups,
you will be responsible to hosting your group once and providing the main course with the rest of the group
bringing the sides. If you choose to participate in the restaurant group, you will be responsible for selecting a
restaurant and making the arrangements for the group to get together. There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin
board in the hallway, or you can contact Mary Luzzi at (803) 396-2612 or by e-mail at AntCieRob@AOL.com to
join the fun of either group.

CHILDREN’S CHATTER (We know you can hear us up there...)

This year, the children of St. Paul's will be doing a traditional pageant at the 5:00PM Christmas Eve service. We
will only rehearse once - at 5:00PM on December 18", Following our rehearsal, at 6:00PM we will do a little
caroling and celebrate together with a children's party at the church. If you're having a growth spurt, you
might want to eat something before you come. We'll get pizza after caroling.) If you cannot come to the
rehearsal/party, but CAN come and participate in the Christmas Eve service, don't be shy, come on out! We
want all the angels and shepherds (and animals for them to tend) that we can get! Same is true for the reverse
- if you won't be able to come Christmas Eve, that's okay! Please come and party with us! Parents are welcome
to tag along, and if you're too shy to sing, Miss Tracy ALWAYS has kazoos. ALSO - if you have one of those large,
kid-friendly vehicles and would like to volunteer to drive for the caroling - OR if you know of someone who
would be especially happy to see us on their porch - please let Tracy Greene know: treasaigh@comporium.net
or (803) 280-5558.

WANTED: TEACHERS FOR CHILDREN’S WORSHIP!

All that's required is a desire to get to know the children of St. Paul’'s and to teach them the love of
worshipping God. The lessons and materials are provided; you provide the love and enthusiasm. If
you're not sure, or aren’'t comfortable leading a class, feel free to come and observe and just help
out af craft fime. Most of our excellent teachers are also parents of children in the class, and we'd love to get
more members of St. Paul’s involved so the kids can benefit from the other voices and talents our congregation
has to offer. Please see or contact Tracy Greene if interested: treasaigh@comporium.net.

FORT MILL CARE CENTER FOOD PANTRY

The Fort Mill Care Center is once again planning their annual coat and blanket drive. If anyone would care to
donate clean/gently used winter coats &/or blankets as well as mittens, gloves and/or neck scarves they would
be greatly appreciated by the recipients. All items can be dropped off at the Center during normal business
hours of Mon - Wed - Fri from 92:00AM to noon. Other drop off locations are located at Century 21 on Gold Hill
(near 160), the office of Dr. Jonna Moreschi on Pleasant Road (near Gold Hill Rd) and at Lifepointe Christian
Church. Coats and blankets will be collected until sometime in January when the weather breaks. The Care
Center will again be giving out Thanksgiving Dinners and Christmas Dinners this year. Donations of Turkeys,
Chickens and the "Fixins" for these dinners would be greatly appreciated by many area families. The Care
Center is always grateful for anything you are able to do for the Center and would like to say Thank You for the
generosity of our church family members that are always so willing to help those in need, especially at fimes like
this.

CALLING POST
To listen to the latest Calling Post message from St. Paul's at any time, call 1-800-925-7443. When prompted,
enter the Group ID: 182-072-9807.

Upcoming Events a2 S1. Paul's

BIBLE AND LUNCH

We have resumed our weekly Bible Study over lunch. We are meeting at Chick-Fil-A. Come join us as we study
the Gospel of Mark. This class will allow us to learn more about our faith and will allow us to reflect in practical
ways on how our faith influences the actions of our lives. This Bible Study is open to everyone — whether they are
a member of St. Paul's or not. It is a good way to infroduce a friend or a neighbor to the ministry of our parish.
We meet each Tuesday at 11:45AM.
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ST. PAUL'S ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY

Please join us at the home of Tom and Judy Tolbert for our annual Parish Christmas Party on December 11thl
Please bring an appetizer or dessert to share. Non-alcoholic beverages will be provided but you are welcome
to bring your own libations if you so desire! This is an “adults only” function but childcare will be provided at the
church during the party. Just drop off your little ones on your way. Here are the details:

The Annual St. Paul's Christmas Party — December 11th
Tom and Judy Tolbert (803) 548-5605 in case you get lost
1823 Apple Tree Lane, Fort Mill, SC 29715

4:00PM - 7:00PM

Childcare will be available at the church from 3:30PM — 7:30PM. Questions22 Call Chanee Battle at (803) 802-
5974. Written directions will be posted in the parish hall!

THE ANGEL TREE

The Angel tree is set up in the parish hall. We have six families with a total of 19 children! Only one bicycle this
year!ll | have no doubt your love and generosity will once again prevail. PLEASE be sure when you remove a
tag from the tree that you log it on the corresponding sheets that are on the table near the tree. Also please try
to remember to return your tag with your wrapped gift — it really helps with sorting and being sure the families
get the right gifts. Please have your gifts wrapped and returned to the Parish Hall no later than Sunday,
December 11t Any problems or questions, please contact Peggy Kneidel at (803) 524-4826 or
p.kneidel@yahoo.com.

THE ETHNIC RESTAURANT GROUP

The Ethnic Restaurant Group meets at different restaurants on the 3@ Tuesday of every month at 7:00PM.
Partficipation is open year-round to all persons, and people attend when a menu seems interesting and
convenient. About 20 people attend each month. On December 20*, the group will enjoy a-la-carte Greek-
American food at Nishie G's, 727 Dilworth Lane, Rock Hill SC 29732. Nishie Gallis promises to bake some really
tempting Greek desserts. Bring your entire family for a break during the final count-down to Christmas! The
Ethnic Restaurant Group is not the fixed-member restaurant-group that is currently signing up new participants.
For further information, please contact Tom Tolbert at tomtolbert@comporium.net or at (803) 548-5605.

CHIME CHOIR
There will be no Chime Choir rehearsals on Wednesday, December 21sf, and December 28,

ADULT CHOIR
The Adult Choir will have rehearsal on Wednesday, December 215!, but will NOT have rehearsal on December
29l

EDUCATION FOR MINISTRY
EFM will not meet on Monday, December 26™, or Monday, January 2nd. We will resume class on January 9, 2012.

EPIPHANY BON FIRE SERVICE AT THE FIELD TRIAL BARN

Save you old Christmas Trees for the bon firell Join us Sunday, January 8, 2012 for the annual Epiphany Bonfire
service and hot dog supper! We will have an Epiphany Eucharist followed by a hot dog supper and the burning
of the Christmas trees at the Field Trial Barn at the Anne Springs Close Greenway. The festivities begin at 5:00PM
and will conclude at 8:00PM. There will be sign-up sheets in the Parish Hall for side dishes and helpers. We will
need many hands this year to make this a successful event! Also save your used (real) Christmas trees to burn.
You can drop off your tree at the back of St. Paul's parking lot after the 10:00AM service beginning Christmas
Day, bring your free with you the night of service on January 8t or sign up to have your free picked up.
Questions22 Call Chanee Battle at (803) 802-5974 or Leah Abraham at (803)548-7778.

THE LUNCH BUNCH

There will not be a December meeting of The Lunch Bunch. The next meeting will be Wednesday, January 25,
at 1:.00PM. Watch the bulletins and January newsletter for the location! The Lunch Bunch is open to everyone in
the parish. We hope you will come and join us! Please contact Sheilah Reuille at (803) 547-6559, or e-mail her at
ereville@comporium.net with your feedback, if you have any questions, or if you need more information.
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ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE

Sunday, November 27:
First Sunday of Advent Holy Euchairist Rite | 8:00AM
First Sunday of Advent Holy Eucharist Rite |l 10:30AM

Sunday, December 4:

Second Sunday of Advent Holy Euchairist Rite | 8:00AM
Parish Breakfast 9:00AM
Annual Parish Meeting immediately following breakfast 9:30AM
Second Sunday of Advent Holy Eucharist Rite |l 10:30AM

Sunday, December 11:

Third Sunday of Advent Holy Euchairist Rite | 8:00AM

Third Sunday of Advent Holy Eucharist Rite |l 10:30AM

Annual Parish Christmas Party 4:00PM - 7:00PM
at the home of Tom & Judy Tolbert

Childcare provided at church 3:30PM - 7:30PM

Sunday, December 18:

Fourth Sunday of Advent Holy Eucharist Rite | 8:00AM
Fourth Sunday of Advent Holy Eucharist Rite |l 10:30AM
Rehearsal for Children’s Pageant 5:00PM
Children’s Christmas Party & Caroling 6:00PM

Christmas Eve, December 24:

Christmas Eve Special Music 4:40PM

Christmas Eve Family Service Holy Euchairist Rite |I 5:00PM
and Children’s Christmas pageant

Christmas Eve Special Music 10:30PM

Christmas Eve Midnight Mass Holy Eucharist Rite |l 11:00PM

Sunday, December 25:
Christmas Day Holy Eucharist Rite |l 10:00AM




Births
Allison Grace "Alli"” Gillette, daughter of Daniel & Kimberly Gillette,
grand-daughter of John & Jan Arnold, was born on November 15, 2011

ST. PAUL'S SHUT INS
If you have a moment in your day please drop these wonderful people a card or give them a phone call. They are
parishioners that don’t get out and need your love and support.

Ms. Dean Matheson
Harbor Chase, Room 303 1330 India Hook Rd., Room 181
1611 Constitution Blvd. Rock Hill, SC 29732

Rock Hill, SC 29732 803-328-5181

803-981-6835

Mrs. Marjorie Peay

¥+ Prayer Requests:
Members of $t. Paul's

Will Close-prayers for health Cooper Forbes-prayers for health
Walter Lawson-prayers for health Dean Matheson-prayers for health
Michael O’Connor-prayers for health Marjorie Peay-prayers for health
Carl Thomas-prayers for health

Nancy Lawson-prayers for health
Wanda Neisner-prayers for health
Holly Russell-prayers for health

Family and Friends of $t. Paul's

Verneta Snodgrass (mother of Ron Snodgrass)-prayers for health
Lena Connelly (grandmother of Bob Griffin)-prayers for health

Rachel Joiner (sister of Janice Hage)-prayers for health

Joshua Loftis (friend of the Smalts)-prayers for health

Mim Armour (friend of Janice Hage)-prayers for health

Sheri Byrd (friend of Janice Hage)-prayers for health

Peter Genest (friend of Carol Genest)-prayers for health

The Hipp Family (friends of Marilyn Fleek)-prayers for comfort and healing
Sandy LaCasse (former member)-prayers for health

Debbie Linguanti (friend of Peggy Kneidel)-prayers for health

The Bernardo Family (friends of the Tolberts)-prayers for health

Brenda Beckham Ellison (friend of Tom Tolbert)-prayers for health
Renee Plumley (daughter of Carol Genest)-prayers for healing

Kim Neely (friend of Peggy Kneidel)-prayers for health

Artie Bokatzian (infant grandson of Wanda Neisner)-prayers for health

If you are a member of St. Paul’s, or have a family member or friend who needs to be added to the prayer list, please contact the office so
that we may add them to the list. Names of friends and family members currently enlisted and serving in our armed forces will gladly be
added to our prayer list. Please include the person's rank and location where serving abroad.

Contact the Church:
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, P.O. Box 753, (501 Pine Street) Fort Mill, SC 29716 803-547-5968
www.stpaulsfortmill.org E-mail Address: stpauls@comporium.net
The Rev. Sally Franklin, Rector E-mail Address: revscfranklin@yahoo.com
Vestry:
Julia Bemis, Sr. Warden 704-587-0523 juliacbhemis@yahoo.com
Bob Griffin, Jr. Warden 704-277-1148 yelosub45@gmail.com

Susan Leighton, Treasurer
Nanette Altman, Co-Treasurer
Chanee Battle

Pam Centea

Daniel Gillette

Chris Hage

Libby Justice

Lizann Lutz

Romaine Mitchell

803-548-4355
803-548-0858
803-802-5974
803-802-5704
803-242-0210
803-547-0831
803-547-4441
803-547-5863
803-802-7412

hleighton@comporium.net
ncaltman@yahoo.com
chaneesuebattle@gmail.com
dancentea@comporium.net
gilletted01@yahoo.com
chrishage@hotmail.com
Justices@comporium.net
LizannLutz@comporium.net
RRoma@comporium.net
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December 2011 Celebrations

Birthdays

Ruth Smith 1-Dec
Tom Tolbert 1-Dec
Bob Giriffin 3-Dec
Mathias Guess 3-Dec
Libba Mack 3-Dec
Katzy Nager 4-Dec
Jesse Barker 7-Dec
Jennifer Vickery 10-Dec
Anne Barker 11-Dec
Ingram Dressler 13-Dec
Frank Justice 13-Dec
Michael O'Connor 14-Dec
Katie Bleau 15-Dec
Carole Finn 18-Dec
Jack Hennessy 18-Dec
Lindsay Stewart 18-Dec
Hallie Wright 18-Dec
Mike Warren 21-Dec
Clark Gillespy 27-Dec
Ellie Abraham 28-Dec
Mary Artello 30-Dec
Daniel Gillette 30-Dec
Susan Leighton 30-Dec

Anniversaries

Frank & Libby Justice 3-Dec
Ryan & Catherine Lindgren 6-Dec
Pat & Carole Finn 19-Dec
Frank & Lynda Stewart 20-Dec
Wayne & Robin Barschow 21-Dec
David & Donna Dudley 22-Dec
Tom & Judy Tolbert 25-Dec

If your name has been left off of the birthday or anniversary list please contact the office. Please
contact the office with infformation regarding births, hospital patients and deaths.

Please send all announcements for the January Epistle
to stpauls@comporium.net by December 20t
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Please check this schedule very carefully. REMEMBER: IF YOU CANNOT BE HERE ON YOUR SCHEDULED
SUNDAY, PLEASE BE SURE YOU MAKE ARRANGEMENTS WITH SOMEONE TO COVER FOR YOU.

Weekly Rotation
Date Vestry of the Day Sacristans Nursery/Infant Room Coffee
04 Dec Lizann Lutz C. Nocella, R. Barschow Betty Allegretti Chris & Stephanie Krafft
11 Dec Daniel Gillette Jan Arnold, Pam Centea Kim Munday Frank & Libby Justice
18 Dec Libby Justice Donna Dudley, Carol Genest Leah Abraham Otis & Lizann Lutz
25 Dec Pam Centea Carol Genest Ruth Smith (10:00AM) No Coffee Hour
01 Jan Chris Hage Carol Genest Tracy Greene Barry & Mary Mack
08 Jan Romaine Mitchell Jan Arnold, Pam Centea Zeb & Elizabeth Forbes Jack & Lisa Price
15 Jan Bob Griffin Cathie Nocella, Clare Hawes Ryan & Catherine Lindgren | Wesley & Kim Munday
22 Jan Daniel Gillette Donna Dudley Gordon Battle Cilla Thomas
29 Jan Chanee Battle Carol Genest Ashley & Herb Mantel Buddy & Sabrina Wade
8:00 Service 8:00 Service 8:00 Service 10:30 Service
Date Lector/Chalice Usher Acolytes Greeters
04 Dec Ed Reuille James & Becky Traynor Christy Reuille Pam Centea
11 Dec Clare Hawes Pat & Carole Finn Clare Hawes Leah Abraham
18 Dec Betty Allegretti Mark Hawes, John Wakefield Betty Allegretti Betty Allegretti
25 Dec No 8:00AM service | No 8:00AM service No 8:00AM service Ray Weir (10:00AM)
01 Jan Ed Reuille James & Becky Traynor Christy Reuille Julia Bemis
08 Jan Clare Hawes Pat & Carole Finn Clare Hawes Kim Munday
15 Jan Betty Allegretti Mark Hawes, John Wakefield Betty Allegretti Pam Centea
22 Jan Dan Centea James & Becky Traynor Dan Centea Leah Abraham
29 Jan Dan Centea Pat & Carole Finn Dan Centea Betty Allegretti
10:30 Service Chalice Bearer Lector
Date Usher 1st 2nd First Reader gg;gzg Acolytes
04 Dec Otis Lutz, (L)ell_urenBBtetllrschow,
. Ivia battle,
Lizann Lutz Pam Centea Pat Hunter Tom Tolbert Pam Centea Drow, Hunter
Leah Abraham,
11 Dec ?:;%x:ﬁgh Mary Luzzi Jan Arnold Julia Bemis Kaylee Battle JEi?e” AAbbr;h;mm'
18 Dec | Ron Snodgrass, Chanee Battle Sue Campbell Gordon Battle John Abraham | Noah Battle,
Carol Snodgrass Kaylee Battle
Bayles Mack,
24 Dec Lynn Smalt, TBA TBA TBA TBA Nick Guess,
5:00PM | Sylvia Smalt Jackson Price,
Margaret Price
Christy Reuille,
24 Dec | Ofis Lutz, TBA TBA TBA TBA Noah Battle,
11:00PM | Lizann Lutz Sarah Hunter,
Drew Hunter
25 Dec Lynn Smalt, Carol Genest Cilla Thomas Janice Hage Ellie Abraham TBA
10:00AM | Sylvia Smalt
Lauren Barschow,
01 Jan ?;;%:')\f :ﬁ;’m Frank Stewart Pat Hunter TBA Ellie Abraham Olivia Battle,
Drew Hunter
. Leah Abraham,
08 Jan Otis Lutz, Pam Centea Dan Centea Tom Tolbert Noah Battle John Abraham,
Lizann Luta Ellie Abraham
Andrew Weaver
15 Jan Ron Snodgrass, Mary Luzzi Sue Campbell Julia Bemis Mary Luzzi Noah Battle,
Carol Snodgrass Kaylee Battle
Bayles Mack,
22 Jan C. J. Nager, Carol Genest Mary Luzzi Leah Abraham | John Abraham | Nick Guess,
Katzy Nager Jackson Price,
Margaret Price
Lynn Smalt,
29 Jan Sylvia Smalt Chanee Battle Pam Centea Gordon Battle Kaylee Battle TBA




